Mortality from tuberculosis in Spain from 1970 to 1993: changes in epidemiological trends during the acquired immune-deficiency syndrome epidemic.
Spain has the highest rates in Europe of the acquired immune-deficiency syndrome (AIDS), and probably a high rate of dual human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)/tuberculosis infection. To determine the trends of tuberculosis mortality in Spain from 1970 to 1993, and to draw conclusions about the effects of the AIDS epidemic on these trends. Official population figures and data on deaths from tuberculosis were used to calculate specific tuberculosis mortality rates by age and sex (per 100000 population). Causes of death from tuberculosis were grouped according to the International Classification of Diseases. The crude death rate decreased from 10.28 to 1.84, with an annual mean decrease of 8.1% (95% confidence interval 7.5% to 8.7%). No changes in mortality from tuberculosis of the central nervous system (CNS) have been recorded since 1982, and none in mortality from other tuberculosis and in the age group 20-49 years since 1986. Mortality was higher among males and in the older age groups. The peak observed in the 1970s, due to the excess of deaths from CNS tuberculosis in children under the age of 5 years, has disappeared. Between 1970 and 1993, tuberculosis mortality in Spain decreased, although an excess of deaths occurred in young adults and from extra-pulmonary tuberculosis, coinciding with the AIDS epidemic.